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Introduction  

The Bashaw Sustainability Plan exhibits Bashaw's commitment toward 

building a sustainable future. It provides long-term visions, goals, and 

strategies that will guide Bashaw into the future. It is an overarching 

document that will provide direction for all other plans within the 

Town. 

The Municipal Sustainability planning process was an exceptional way 

for the Town of Bashaw to look long-term at the community they desire 

and to now take proactive steps to build the ideal community residents 

desire. It is a comprehensive approach that examines the five pillars of 

sustainability. 

   

Environment  
   
Economy  
   
Social  
   
Culture  
   
Governance  
 
Sustainability planning is a holistic approach that examines each of the 

individual pillars and makes the connections to the health and well-

being of the entire community. This plan reflects the hopes and dreams 

of the community and is a depiction derived from the community that 

reveals what is truly important to them. Hence this plan is intended to 

be a guiding document for Town staff and Council as they prepare 

current and future capital and operating budgets. 
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Background 
In 2005, the Federal Government introduced a new funding source for 

municipalities to address their individual needs as they look into the 

future. Known as the New Deal for Cities and Communities or Gas Tax 

this funding requires each community to create their own sustainability 

plan. Once each plan is created the funding dollars can be used for the 

following projects: 

 Public transit 

 Water 

 Wastewater 

 Solid waste 

 Community energy systems 

 Active transportation infrastructure 

 Capacity building 
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The Process 
To ensure this plan was an accurate representation of what residents 

desired for their community they where invited to bring their 

thoughts and ideas to multiple community engagement sessions and to 

fill out questionnaires. The first community engagement 

session provided the foundation for the plan. The community members 

present where asked the following questions: 

 

1. What are the most important things to you about life in Bashaw? 

2. What changes would you most like to see? 

3. What are your hopes and dreams for Bashaw 50 years from now? 

4. What can you personally contribute so we can reach this dream? 

  

From the responses a draft plan filled with the community's visions and 

goals was created. To ensure the plan was headed in the right direction 

a second meeting was held to examine this draft plan. This meeting had 

residents answer three main questions with regards to this plan: 

 

1. Do you agree with everything stated here? 

2. What are appropriate actions we can take to reach each of these 

goals?                                     

3. What are ways that we, as individuals, can reach these goals today? 

  


